Welcome words at Plenary in Honour of Prof Dr Tatyana Bragina, Kostaya, 26 Feb 2024

A ray of light shone in these troubled times when Prof Dr Tatyana Bragina asked me to prepare a
paper and address this conference. | would like to share a few memories and a conclusion with you. In
1989, when the Berlin Wall came down, it became easier for scientists from western Europe to work
physically with colleagues further east. At a conference in what had been East Germany in 1992, | met
a man from Kazakhstan, Ralf Pfeffer, who was working on Saker Falcons. He was a friend of Tatyana
and Evgeny Bragin, to whom he introduced me the next year. We have worked together on various
projects ever since. It was a pleasure also to be able to introduce colleagues from America, including
Todd Katner, who was able to spend much more time than me at Naurzum.

However, | became a member of an online group which Tatyana was running for [IUCN and she
became a member of one | was running. We scientists in IUCN began to dream that perhaps we could
persuade our politicians that the worst danger for humanity was climate change. We had started a
web-network that addresses this as a danger for conservation. That network
(www.naturalliance.org/ru/gs) is now in 43 languages, including Russian; | have put a link in the chat.
Then Covid arrived, with such tragic consequences for so many loved ones. Our leaders did not handle
the pandemic well and we learned much about the power of disinformation. Almost exactly two years
ago another tragedy started in Europe. It distracted us further from the dangers for us all, and for
conservation from climate change.

| thank Tatyana and all the organisers from the bottom of my heart. Even if you do not have time to
read my paper, there is one thought that | would like to leave with you. During this conference you
will learn many ways in which humans can help ecosystems and the planet as a whole. However,
perhaps the most important is to choose your leaders very carefully.

Jlyy conHua 3acBepKan B 3TM HECMOKOMHbIE BpeMeHa, Korga npodeccop TaTbAHa bparuHa
nonpocuna MeHa NoAroTOBUTbL AOKNAA, U BbICTYNUTb Ha KOHdepeHLMK. Xovy NOAENNTHCA C BAMU
HEKOTOPbLIMW BOCMOMWHAHUAMM U BbIBOAAMM. B TbicAYa AeBATLCOT BOCEMbAECAT AeBATOM (1989)
rogy, Koraa nana bepanHckas cteHa, y4éHbiMm M3 3anagHoi EBponbl cTano nerye GpmUsnYecku
paboTaTb C KoNneramm, KOTopble HaxoAMANCb BOCTOYHee. Ha KoHpepeHuun B BocTouHom MepmaHmm
B TbiCAYA AEeBATLCOT AeBAHOCTO BTopom (1992) roay s BCTpeTun YenoBeka u3 KasaxctaHa, Panbda
MNopeddepa, KoTopbi Uccnegosan banobaHa. OH 6bia gpyrom TaTbsHbl U EBreHMa bparuHsbix, ¢
KOTOPbIMM NMO3HAaKOMWI MeHs B criegytoliem roay. C Tex nop mMbl BMecTe paboTanun Hag, pasHbiMu
npoeKkTamu. bbls1o TaKKe NPUATHO NPeacTaBuUTb Koaner ns AMepuku, B Tom uncne Togaa KatHepa,
KOTOpbIN cMOT NpoBecT B Hayp3yme ropasao 6o/blue BpeMeHu, Yem 1.

OfHaKo s CTaN Y1IeHOM OHJTalH-TPynnbl, KoTopyto TaTbsiHa Besfla oT umeHn MCOI, a oHa cTana
Y/IeHOM TOM, KOTopyto Ben A. Mbl, ydeHble B8 MCOI, Hayann meyTaTb O TOM, YTO, BOSMOKHO, HAM
yAactca yoeauTb HaWMX NOSIMTUKOB B TOM, YTO HaMXyALweh 0NacHOCTbIO A5 Ye/l0BeYecTBa ABNAETCA
M3MeHeHue KanmaTa. Mbl 3anycTnam Beb-ceTb, KOTOpPAA paccMaTpMBaET 3TO Kak yrpo3y A
COXpaHeHua NpMpoabl. 3Ta CeTb ceryac Ha COpPoK Tpu (43) A3bIKax, BKAKOYAA PYCCKUI, U A pasMecTu
CCbINKy B yaTe. Motom npuwen Kosua, noBaeKwmii 3a coboi Takue Tparnyeckme NocneacTsma Ans
MHOTMX 6AM3KKMX. Hawm anaepbl NA0X0 CAPaBUANCH C MAaHAEMMUEN, U Mbl MHOTOE Y3HaNN O cuie
ae3nHpopmaumun. Moyt poBHO ABa roaa Hasag, B EBpone Havanaco ewe oaHa Tparegua. 310
OTBJ/IEKAET HAC OT OMACHOCTEN A1 YeNOBEKA U NPUPOAbI, CBA3AHHbIX C UISMEHEHWEM KAMMATA.

Al 6narogapto TaTbAHY M BCEX OPraHM3aTOPOB OT rNyBbUHbLI MOero cepaua. [laxke ecan y Bac HeT
BpeMeHM YMTaTb MOIO CTaTblo, ECTb OAHA MbIC/ib, KOTOPYIO A XOTen Bbl OCTaBUTb y Bac. Bo Bpems
3TOM KOHdEPEeHUMN Bbl y3HAETE MHOXECTBO CNOCO60B, KOTOPLIMWU NH0AN MOTYT NOMOYb
aKocucTeMam v naaHete B uenom. OgHaKo, HaBePHOE, CaAMOe FaBHOE — OYeHb BHMMATE/IbHO
noAxoAuTb K BbI6OPY BalUMX ANAEPOB.

Robert Kenward, 26.02.2024



